AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

the Reformation.   I made a few observations

yesterday on certain aspects of the English

Bible: I once described it as a "high explosive"

and it never more justified that description

than in the reign of Elizabeth and the first

Stuarts.   Two levers, as has been pointed out

by a continental historian, were used to break

the authority of the Pope; free enquiry and

the priesthood of all believers, and you can

see in a moment how the democratic idea

developed from that.    The divine right of

the Pope had been questioned.   How long

could the divine right of a King remain?

The primitive church had been democratic:

it would seem the return to a purer faith to

make the community the visible centre of the.

Church.   To throw down was one thing: to

build up another, and this is not the occasion
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